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RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS 
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PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAMPURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM

Provide financial assistance to agricultural 
producers and small rural businesses -

for the purpose of purchasing and
installing renewable energy systems and 
energy efficient improvements in rural 
areas.



RENEWABLE RESOURCES AND RENEWABLE RESOURCES AND 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTSENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS

-- LOANS & GRANTS LOANS & GRANTS ––

• Guaranteed Loans - Up to 50% of the Total 
Eligible Project Costs:

$10 million max.

DEFINITION – TOTAL ELIGIBLE PROJECT COSTS:
The total project costs that are eligible to 
be paid with program funds. 



RENEWABLE RESOURCES AND RENEWABLE RESOURCES AND 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTSENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS

-- LOANS & GRANTS LOANS & GRANTS –– (cont.)(cont.)

• Grants - Up to 25% Total Eligible Project Costs: 

Renewable Resources - $2,500 min. to 
$500,000 max.

Energy Efficiency Improvements - $1,500 
min. to $250,000 max.

Applicant can apply for 1 renewable resource 
grant and 1 energy efficiency grant for a 
maximum of $750,000.



RENEWABLE RESOURCES AND RENEWABLE RESOURCES AND 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTSENERGY EFFICIENCY IMPROVEMENTS

-- LOANS & GRANTS LOANS & GRANTS –– (cont.)(cont.)

• Combination Loan and Grant cannot exceed 
50% of the Total Eligible Project Costs.  



APPLICANT ELIGIBILITYAPPLICANT ELIGIBILITY

• Agricultural Producer or Small Rural 
Business.

• US Citizen or Legally Admitted into US. 
• Business must be 51% Owned by US 

citizen or person legally admitted into US.
• Cannot be Delinquent on a federal debt.
• Grant: Must show Financial Need.



PROJECT ELIGIBILITYPROJECT ELIGIBILITY

Purchase of Renewable Energy System
Make Energy Efficiency Improvements
Applicant must be Owner and Maintain 
Project Control
Must be Financially and Technically 
Feasible
Commercially Available



PROJECT ELIGIBILITY (cont.)PROJECT ELIGIBILITY (cont.)
-- STUDIES REQUIRED STUDIES REQUIRED --

Feasibility Studies required if request over 
$50,000
Technical Report by PE if request over 
$50,000
Financial and Technical Feasibility Studies  
completed by independent qualified 3rd

party



TYPES OF ELIGIBLETYPES OF ELIGIBLE PROJECTSPROJECTS
& E& E XAMPLESXAMPLES

• Biomass/Biodiesel– organic materials 
available on reoccurring basis

• Anaerobic Digester – animal waste
• Geothermal – high pressure steam to 

produce electricity
• Hydrogen – fuel for transportation
• Solar – panels for production of electricity
• Wind - turbines



TYPES OF ELIGIBLE PROJECTSTYPES OF ELIGIBLE PROJECTS
(cont)(cont)

• Energy Efficiency Improvements to 
commercial and farm buildings (residential 
not eligible).  Examples are:

– Energy efficient irrigation pumps,
– Energy efficient coolers for food processing, 

or
– Energy efficient lighting.



ELIGIBLE USE OF FUNDSELIGIBLE USE OF FUNDS
• Equipment Purchased After a Complete of 

Application is received
• Construction/Improvements After a 

Complete  Application is Received
• Energy Audits
• Permit Fees
• Professional Services Fees (Except for 

Application)
• Feasibility Studies, Business Plans



ELIGIBLE USE OF FUNDS (cont.)ELIGIBLE USE OF FUNDS (cont.)
-- ENERGY EFFICIENCY ENERGY EFFICIENCY --

• Retrofitting and Construction of New 
Facility (only when facility is used for same 
purpose and is same size); and, based 
upon energy audit new facility will provide 
greater energy savings than improving the 
existing facility.



Further InformationFurther Information

www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill

www.rurdev.usda.gov/or/

www.nrel.gov/usda/







Thank YouThank You

DONALD C. HOLLIS
Rural Business –

Cooperative Service
USDA Rural Development
1229 SE 3rd Street, Suite A
Pendleton, OR  97801
(541) 278-8049 extension 

129
don.hollis@or.usda.gov

MARTIN A. ZONE
Rural Business –

Cooperative Service
USDA Rural Development
1201 NE Lloyd Blvd., Ste. 801
Portland, OR 97232
(503) 414-3361
martin.zone@or.usda.gov


