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Overview

1. Health Impact Assessments

2. Climate Change, Transportation, and Health

3. On-going HIA projects

1. 122nd Ave Pilot Study (20 minute 

neighborhoods)

2. Portland-Lake Oswego (active transportation 

corridors/high capacity transit)
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Health Impact Assessments

Health is a state of complete physical, mental 
and social well-being and not merely the 

absence of disease or infirmity.
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Health Impact Assessments
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Health Impact Assessments

“A combination of procedures, methods and 

tools that systematically judges the potential, 

and sometimes unintended, effects of a policy, 

plan, or project on the health of a population 

and the distribution of those effects within the 

population. HIA identifies appropriate actions 

to manage those effects.”

International Association for Impact Assessment, 2006
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Health Impact Assessments

Screening Determines the need and value of a HIA

Scoping Determines which health impacts to evaluate, methods for 

analysis, and a workplan

Assessment Provides: 

1) a profile of existing health conditions

2) evaluation of potential health impacts 

3) strategies to manage identified adverse health impacts

Reporting Includes: 

1) development of the HIA report 

2) communication of findings & recommendations

Monitoring Tracks: 

1) impacts on decision-making processes and the decision

2) impacts of the decision on health determinants
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Health Impact Assessments

Primary 

1. Judge health effects of a proposed project, policy or plan

2. Provide recommendations

3. Shape public decisions & discourse

4. Analyze health disparities

5. Make health impacts more explicit

6. Integrate public health concerns with different disciplines

Secondary

1. Engage community

2. Build consensus

3. Build relationships & collaborations

4. Provide forum for discussion of lived experience
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Health Impact Assessments

Examples

1. Columbia River Crossing DEIS

2. Policies Reducing Vehicle Miles Traveled in 

Oregon Metropolitan Areas

3. 2002 Federal Farm Bill

4. San Francisco Living Wage Ordinance

UCLA’s Health Impact Assessment Clearinghouse and Information Center (HIA CLIC)
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Climate Change, Transportation, and Health

GHG emissions 
amounts by type

CO2 Emissions by 
sector (2000)

“Oregon’s strategy for Greenhouse Gas Reductions” Governor’s Advisory Group on Global Warming, 2004
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Fuel Mix Vehicle EfficiencyDemand

Transportation GHG Emissions

Climate Change, Transportation, and Health
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Fuel Mix Vehicle EfficiencyDemand

Transportation GHG Emissions

Reduce Congestion & Vehicle Miles Traveled 
(VMT) via coordinated transportation & land 
use policies, programs, and projects

Climate Change, Transportation, and Health
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Reducing VMT & Congestion

Shift modes, travel times, and 
routes

ÅInfrastructure

ÅDemand management programs

ÅEducation

ÅEncouragement

ÅPricing

ÅCoordinated transportation & 

land use planning

Climate Change, Transportation, and Health
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Reducing VMT & CongestionClimate Change, Transportation, and Health

Primary potential health co-benefits of reducing 
congestion and VMT

1. Increased physical activity
2. Improved air quality
3. Improved safety
4. Improved access to resources and amenities
Å Social cohesion
Å Education
Å Income
Å Medical care
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Current projects

Screening criteria:
ÅTopic area—climate change & transportation

ÅTimeliness—one year

ÅPolicy Impactτinforms current efforts

ÅSustainableτimpacts policy & process

ÅReplicabilityτregional & national application

ÅAlignment/Innovationτre: national HIA efforts

ÅCommunityτcommunity involvement

ÅStakeholder supportτdecision-maker endorsement 

of HIA 
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Current HIA projects

1. 20-minute neighborhoods

Å 122nd Avenue Pilot Study, Portland Bureau of Planning and 

Sustainability

2. High capacity transit & transit-oriented 

development

Å Portland-to-Lake Oswego Streetcar/active transportation 

corridor project, Metro

http://www.communityhealthpartnership.org/index.php


20 minute neighborhoods
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SE 122nd Avenue Pilot Study

The issue: 
How to create a 20 
minute neighborhood 
in socially diverse areas 
with auto-oriented 
transportation, land 
use, and commercial 
development patterns?
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SE 122nd Avenue Pilot Study

Integrating health into the neighborhood 

planning process:

1. Health Partners Working Group

2. Participation in Community Working Group 

and Community Workshops

3. Additional Assessment Activities

Å Affordable housing residents

Å Transit riders

http://www.communityhealthpartnership.org/index.php


High Capacity Transit & TOD
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Portland-Lake Oswego Streetcar
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Portland-Lake Oswego Streetcar

Screening/Scoping:

The current project:

ÅFocused on the streetcar/bus DEIS

ÅComment Letter formatted as a 
public health component of an EIS
Å Physical activity
Å Air quality
Å Safety from traffic accidents
Å Noise
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HIAs and EIAs from the Ground Up

Advantages of restricting HIA to the 
DEIS:
ÅSatisfied jurisdictional concerns
ÅReplicable way of including health 

concerns in future decisions
ÅCapacity-building for both CHP 

and Metro
ÅUse of DEIS documentation

Disadvantages:
ÅNarrow scope
Å No consideration of trail integration or 

other possible corridor treatments
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