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Alaska Community Action on Toxics

Environmental Health Care Toolkit:
Promoting Environmental Health
and Justice in Alaska
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Environmen:
Justice It

Our mission:
To assure justice by advocating for environmental and community
health. We believe everyone has a right to clean air, clean
water and toxic-free food.
Core Values:
A Community right-to-know
A Environmental justice
A Precautionary principle
{ ¢ A Elimination of the production and release of toxics
887 A Rights and sovereignty of Indigenous peoples
A Culture of caring and wellness
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N ISsues In Alas
Respond to community calls for assistance
Conduct community-based participatory research (CBPR)

Ensure community right-to-know

Advocate for health and justice through prompting of protective,
precautionary local, state, national and international policy changes

Field and community health investigations
GIS computer mapping
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Toxic Waste Sites'in

Summary of Toxic Waste
Sites in Alaska

¢ All ADEC contaminated sites
Military, FAA, USCG, & Commerce

& Superfund sites

X Radioactive waste sites

¥ Chemical weapons dumps

@ * NPDES (116 sites)
#» * CERCLA (229 sites)
< * RCRA (19 sites) Ac AT
w « TRI (25 reported sites)
® Towns © Alaska Community
; Trans-Alaska Pipeline gg;i:’el:“w gag:;.
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The north has become a hemispheric
sink for pesticides and other
Industrial chemicals

Northern food webs favor the
deposition and retention of

persistent, bioaccumulative toxics

Contaminants in the north threaten
the health of peoples that rely on
traditional diets of fish and marine
mammals

Global warming enhances the
mobilization and transport of
contaminants from local and distant
sources
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- The North'Is a Hemisphnerc Sink

POP Migration processes

High lotitudes
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Formerly Used Defer e Sites
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St. Lawrence Island
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Located in the Pacific Ocean,
between Russia and the U.S.



Disease Patterns

Servead on St.
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Cancers

Thyroid disease

Diabetes

Heart disease

Low birth weight babies, premature births, still births, miscarriages
\ Other reproductive health problems
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PCBS In Blood Serum, of:

D

t. Lawrence Island People

ALevels of PCBs in the blood
of St. Lawrence Island
Yupik people 6-9 times
higher than average in
lower-48 populations

AEvidence of PCBs
accumulating in the Arctic
via global transport

AMilitary contamination also
a significant source

Total Average PCB

Concentration (pg/g)
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Published in the International
Journal of Circumpolar Health
(Carpenter et aI., 2005) Gambell NE Cape Savoonga
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Villages and Federal Defense Faciliies
inthe Norton Sound Region, Alaska
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SPECITIC AIMS

or Environmental Health and Just

‘Norton Sound, Alaska Proje

|dentify sources of contaminants, including
those from military and long-range,
atmospheric sources

Describe past and current health problems

Increase the capacity of the health care
system in Norton Sound to properly diagnose
and treat health effects linked with
environmental contaminants

Work toward responsible cleanup of
contaminated sites and prevent new sources
of contaminants

Assist Norton Sound communities in securing
training and tools needed to establish
independent programs operated by the
villages to monitor contaminants




Project partners:

15 Villages in Norton Sound Region
State University of New York

A Alaska Community Action on
Toxics

Norton Sound Health Corporation

Other researchers at Clarkson
University, St. Lawrence
University, Environment
Canada, Health Canada,
University of Alaska,

National Marine Fisheries
Service, and University of
California




