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A Prescription for a Safe and 
Healthy World

üStop global warming

üEnd dependence on  
fossil fuels

üEliminate nuclear  
weapons

üEliminate toxins



Goals

ÂUnderstand the public health and social 
impacts of climate change in Oregon

ÂBasic understanding of classes of solutions

ÂLegislative and policy agenda



What are the public health impacts 
of Climate Change?



Rising sea level

Rapid ecosystem changes 

Change in water cycle

Increased temperatures

Increased extreme weather events



European Heat Wave of 2003

Source: NASA



Turning 
up the 
Heat!
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http://www.who.int/globalchange/climate/summary/en/



Spring 
Runoff

ÂSpring runoff 
peaks earlier in 
spring

Â15% greater 
early runoff by 
2040

Â30% decrease 
in late spring

Â Increase in 
water demand 
due to Climate 
Change



Oregon Floods & Storm Events

Roger Hamilton, U of O 
Climate Leadership Initiative's 

Local Community Climate Program

Bob Doppelt Director of U of O 
Climate Leadership Initiative

PREPARING FOR CLIMATE CHANGE 
IN THE ROGUE RIVER BASIN 

OF SOUTHWEST OREGON-12/8/08

http://www.newswise.com/images/uploads/2008/12/12/fullsize/Roger_Hamilton.jpg


Effect on Oregon Snowpack
ÂTemp in Oregon 1.5 ° F hotter since 1970 

ÂUp to 25% reduction in snowpack in Cascades 
since 1930õs.  Expect 50-70% loss by 2050.

ÂStream flow reductions

ÂLoss of snowpack affects drinking water, tourism, 
skiing, irrigation and electricity production in 
summer

www.vhtr.org

http://www.vhtr.org/


Mountain Pine 
Beetle

ÂKilled 
primarily 
by cold 
freeze.



Wildfire OSU



Rising Sea Level
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inches rise by 2100

ÂSimilar temperatures 
125,000 years ago had 
4-6 meter higher sea 
level

CDNN


