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Is it safe?



The system is broken.



Crisis and Opportunity

ÅThree basic crises in US structure

ÅOpportunities in each crisis

ÅSome things you can do.



Three Basic Crises

1. The regulatory system is broken.

2. We have more evidence about  

health effects of toxic chemicals 
every day.

3. The cost of cleaning up will be very 

high. 



Crisis: The system is broken

The regulatory system is REALLY complicated. 

ÅClean Air Act

ÅClean Water Act

ÅSafe Drinking Water Act

ÅFood Quality Protection Act

ÅResource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA)

ÅComprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act (Superfund)

ÅToxic Substances Control Act

ÅFederal insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide 
Act (FIFRA)

ÅFederal Food Drug and Cosmetic Act

ÅHazard Communications Standard (in OSHA 
regs)



The Toxic Substances Control Act 

(TSCA, 1976)

ÅScreen new and existing chemicals

ÅIdentify hazardous products or uses

ÅNow 80,000 chemicals, 3,000 of those 

at more than 1M pounds/year . 



The EPA:

ÅDoesnõt consider health 

effects. 

ÅUses data supplied by 

manufacturers with òtrade 

secrets.ó  

ÅMust prove risk before can 

get more data to prove risk.

ÅOne chemical at a time is 

too slow.

Asbestos: Ten years of 

rulemaking and a 

45,000 page record 

were inadequate to 

support a ban on 

asbestos



Opportunity: òNo data, no go.ó

New chemicals -

Manufacturers should:

ÅProvide safety data before 

chemicals go to market. 

ÅEnd òtrade secrets.ó

òSafer chemicals policy will foster a healthy Oregon 
for future generations.ó



Opportunity: More knowledge

Existing chemicals ð

Public agencies should:

ÅIdentify and assess chemicals with 
inadequate data.

ÅClassify chemicals according to 
concern. 

ÅMandate reduction and/or 
elimination of chemicals of highest 
concern. 

ÅSupport a multi -state chemical 
safety data clearinghouse.



Crisis: Health Effects

An example: 
Bisphenol A (BPA):

-Over 90% of gov. 

funded studies  show 

significant negative 

health affects at low 

doses  (more than 

100 studies on the 

subject)

-All industry funded 

studies claim the 
substance is safe.

ÅNo one can say for sure 
these chemicals are causing 

major illness.

Å...But scientific evidence is 
mounting.

ÅExceptional changes: 
cancer, obesity, diabetes, 

autism, infertility, asthma.


