
David Wallinga, MD
dwallinga@iatp.org

www.HealthObservatory.org

Food & Health Program, Institute for Agriculture 

& Trade Policy

Wm. T Grant Foundation Fellow in Food Systems and Public 

Health, University of Minnesota School of Public Health

Why Sustainable Food Systems? 

An Ecological Health Perspective



Climate change Antibiotic resistance

The food system & Systems thinking

Obesity

Diet-related health costs
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Industrialization = Farms to factories
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USGS, http://rockyweb.cr.usgs.gov/outreach/images/LandCover_11x14.pdf

Industrialization = Ecological change
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ÁAesthetics

ÁUncontrollable variables 
(weather)

ÁFew farming options

ÁSingle producers have zero 
impact on 
market price

Source: Darryl Ray. University of Tennessee, 
Agricultural Policy Analysis Center. http://apacweb.ag.utk.edu/

Regardless of price, 

commodity farmers 

will try and grow more

Understanding industrializationMultiple factors in agriculture 
that lead to faulty price signals, overproduction

Henry Wallace

Slide/Presentation Prepared by: 

David Wallinga, IATP



Sources:  Muller M et al. 2007. www.HealthyEatingResearch.org; 
Krebs AV. 1992. The Corporate Reapers: The Book of Agribusiness. 
Essential Books: Washington, DC 

Policy & market failure (overproduction)

1974 to Today

ÇLeave it to ñthe marketò

ÇGoal: Encourage 

overproduction. 

(A ñcheap foodò policy)

ÇSubstantial direct

payments to farmers

Pre-1974

Ç Manage risks

Ç Goal: stable prices =

ñminimum wageò for 

farmers

Discourage       or          Encourage 
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Overabundant, low-priced corn, soybeans
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Source: USDA ERS Web site

Corn

Soybeans
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