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�¾ Found in nearly all species of 
animal life

�¾ Glands secrete hormones 
(ligands) into the blood stream 
as chemical messengers 

�¾ Interact with vast receptors in 
and on billions of cells (lock 
and key)

�¾ Effect changes in DNA 
expression, protein 
production, enzymes, cell 
function, metabolism and cell 
cycling

�¾ Controlled by feedback 
mechanisms and the                 
by product effect
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