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Presentation Objectives

1. Discuss the significance of excessive waste 
within the hospital environment.

2. Discuss the benefits of waste management 
within the hospital environment.

3. Discuss ways in which hospital nurses can 
influence the greening of their practice 
environment.
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WHY?

üWhy should we bother to examine hospital waste?

üShouldnôt we just focus on saving lives?

üWhat does hospital waste have to do with our role as 

health care providers?



As proponents and caretakers of human 

health, nurses should seek to enact 

professional activities that minimize our 

negative impacts on the health of local and 

global environments. Butterfield, P. (1999). Integrating environmental health 

into clinical nursing. Journal of the New York State Nurses Association, 30(1), 24-27.

Understanding and promoting a more 
ecologically aware nursing practice will also 
benefit the health of the environment upon 
which all life depends. Laustsen, G. (2005). Promoting Nursesô Ecological 
Behavior  through Action Research. Unpublished doctoral dissertation.
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