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Oregon :
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Dedicated to protecting public health and the environment through

community action to eliminate toxic pollutants.

Mission

To protect public health and the environment by
promoting alternatives to the
use, manufacture, release and disposal of toxic
chemicals.

History

The Oregon Center for Environmental Health is a non -
profit, member -based organization that was founded
In 1996 by a group of Oregonians who saw the need
for a statewide organization dedicated to reducing and
eliminating toxic chemicals that are long lasting and
build up in living tissues, threatening the health and
reproductive viability of humans and wildlife.
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Mission: To transform the health care industry
worldwide, without compromising patient safety or
care, so that it is ecologically sustainable and no
longer a source of harm to public health and the
environment

Just as the Hippocratic Oath promises to, "first, do no harm,"
HCWH is based on the premise that health care providers
have a responsibility to eliminate practices that harm
people and the environment..

Health Care Without Harm is an international coalition of 473
organizations in more than 50 countries, working to transform the

health care sector so it is no longer a source of harm to people and
the environment.
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When Health Care Does Harm

AMedical Waste Incineration: a leading source of dangerous air pollutants, including dioxin and
mercury

AMercury (Hg): a potent neurotoxin found in everything from thermometers to blood pressure cuffs
to light fixtures

APVC Plastic & DEHP: PVC, used in IV bags and other hospital products, produces dioxin when
manufactured and incinerated; it also leaches DEHP, a reproductive toxicant.

AHazardous Chemicals: many pesticides and cleaning products used in hospitals contain toxic
chemicals that contribute to indoor air pollution and are poisonous if inhaled or ingested.

ABuilding Practices: construction of health care buildings consumes millions of tons of raw
materials annually and generates significant waste.

AFood: Hospitals often serve pesticide-laden fruits and vegetables and meat from animals fed with
unnecessary antibiotics.
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Climate change Antibiotic resistance

Obesity
Diet-related health costs

The food system & Systems thinking



