Clean Fuels Now (SB 488)
Homegrown fuels, dependable jobs and smarter choices for Oregonians
Why We Must Act

The Clean Fuels Opportunity

Doing nothing is the most expensive option

There are better options for a stable
economy and cleaner air

Oregon has no control over oil markets, which makes our
state’s economy vulnerable to price spikes from geopolitical
unrest, or supply disruptions like the 2012 fire that shut down
a Washington State refinery and caused Oregon gas prices to
jump 18 cents. In 2012, Oregonians sent more than $7.7 billion
out of state importing gas and diesel. We’re running out of
“conventional” petroleum; and new sources, like tar sands,
are more expensive, dirtier and take more energy to extract.
Air pollution from tailpipe emissions hurts our health and
contributes to cancer, heart and lung diseases. Additionally,
transportation accounts for the largest share of Oregon’s
annual greenhouse gas emissions, and climate impacts
threaten our drinking water supply, agriculture, coastal communities, and health.

In 2009, the Oregon Legislature authorized the Clean Fuels
Program (CFP), which requires that our transportation fuels
become cleaner and 10% less carbon-intensive over time. It
creates demand for sustainable biofuels, electric vehicles,
natural gas, and other clean, low-carbon fuels. Many innovative fuel companies have been drawn to Oregon by this rule
and are already investing in the state. The CFP will help Oregon diversify transportation fuel supplies, spur demand for
local products (including forestry and agricultural materials,
and Oregon’s burgeoning electric vehicle industry), create
jobs, and reduce oil dependence. Many of these fuels are
lower cost than oil, and the CFP will help scale up the infrastructure needed to make more of these fuels available.

Economic Benefits

Continued Support

Saving drivers money, creating jobs

Out-of-state oil interests are attempting to repeal and weaken
the law. The Clean Fuels Program is set to expire in 2015, cutting short the benefits to Oregon. In order to create clean energy jobs and fight climate change, we should advocate for
SB 488, a legislative repeal of the 2015 sunset.

• Oregonians could save as much as $1.6 billion in fuel
costs, freeing up money that can be spent elsewhere in
the economy.
• Between 800 and 29,000 jobs could be created,
especially benefitting the construction industry.
• Personal income could grow up to $2.6 billion.
• The Gross State Product could increase by as much
as $2.1 billion. Oregon’s trade balance will improve if
we create opportunities for investment in locally
produced fuels.

Advantages of the Clean Fuels Program
• Substantially reduces global warming and other air
pollution associated with transportation fuels
• Creates a market for clean, local fuels, which will create
jobs throughout the state
• Includes consumer protections to safeguard against
high prices at the pump.
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• Does not “pick winners” by choosing specific fuel types
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