OEC believes that by investing in clean and efficient energy
and transportation solutions and adopting climate-friendly
ways of living, Oregon can reduce its emissions of green-
house gases to levels scientists say are safe for the climate.

Everything in our lives ultimately connects to the cli-
mate around us, from food production to water sup-
plies to health. Oregon is already feeling the impacts
of global climate change. Our region is warming, aver-
age annual precipitation has increased, land on the
central and northern Oregon coast is being sub-
merged by rising sea level, and snow pack has de-
clined precipitously. A 2004 Scientific Consensus
Statement indicates these trends will continue:

e Changes in the hydrological system will result in coastal
and river flooding, continued snow pack declines and
lower summer river flows.

e Oregon will see an increase in unhealthy air days, as
hotter summertime temperatures generate more
smog. A longer pollen season will make life more un-
comfortable for people with asthma and allergies, and
cases of insect-born diseases will increase.

e Drier summers will lead to drought and vulnerability of
forests to fire, disease and insects.

e The effects of global warming on agriculture will in-
clude reduced water supply, increased pests and dis-
eases, and changed growing seasons and conditions
that may require different crops.

The economic consequences of global warming cannot
be ignored. Key Oregon industries — agriculture and
forestry — will be dramatically disrupted. Loss of hy-
droelectric power will impact energy costs. Oregon’s
ski industry could disappear.

Curbing global warming pollution requires action
from individuals, businesses, communities, states and
countries. OEC promotes public policies to slow global
warming and shares solutions that individuals and
businesses can easily employ to protect our climate.
We advocate for comprehensive global warming poli-
cies that address emissions from the major sectors in
Oregon’s economy while laying the groundwork for a
new clean energy economy with an abundance of
green jobs.

OEC has helped achieve major state action on global
warming, including adoption of clean car standards
that will cut global warming pollution from cars by
30% by 2016, a low-carbon fuel standard that will cut
global warming pollution from transportation fuels by
10% by 2020, and the nation’s second strongest state-
level greenhouse gas reduction goals. We participated
in the Western Climate Initiative to develop a regional
carbon cap-and-invest system, now being forwarded
at the national level.

Our Vision for Oregon

Oregon will demonstrate leadership by taking the
steps necessary to slow global warming, thus pro-
tecting human health, saving our snowpack, keep-
ing water in our rivers year round, and defending
our coast from rising sea levels. By investing in
clean and efficient energy and transportation tech-
nologies and adopting climate-friendly ways of liv-
ing, Oregon will reduce its emissions of greenhouse
gases to levels scientists say are safe for the climate.



OEC advocates for public policies that responsibly
address global warming, with a particular emphasis
on , as more than one-third of Ore-
gon’s global warming pollution is generated by the
movement of people and goods. We are promoting
greater transportation choices and working to ensure
robust implementation of the low-carbon fuel stan-
dard through Environmental Quality Commission
rulemaking.

A major focus of our efforts is outreach to metropoli-
tan areas outside of Portland about the imperative to
reduce global warming from cars and trucks, the
benefits of doing so, and how local governments can
increase opportunities for shorter driving trips and
for more walking, biking, and transit use.

OEC is also preparing
for consideration by
the 2011 Oregon Legislature.

OEC spearheads , @ broad coalition of
businesses, local governments and other organiza-
tions that are committed to ensuring Oregon’s success
in meeting the state’s greenhouse gas reduction goals.
The coalition provides a forum for members to dem-
onstrate political resolve to make progress on climate
change action and support ongoing local and state
efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

More than 3,500 individuals across Oregon are part
of OEC’s network, which provides
actionable tips for reducing ones individual carbon
footprint, and alerts concerned Oregonians of oppor-

tunities to support protective public policies.

OEC provides information about the potential effects
of global warming on Oregon agriculture, adaptation
strategies, and ways agriculture can benefit from solu-
tions to global warming by selling greenhouse gas re-
duction credits for emission reducing practices.

Twenty-five wineries have pledged to go carbon neu-
tral, creating a model for their industry and beyond,
as part of our

partnership with Gover-
nor Kulongoski and the Oregon Wine Board. This ini-
tiative assists wineries in assessing and reducing their
carbon footprints by connecting them with expert
consultation and incentives.

Likewise, OEC is partnering with the Oregon Associa-
tion of Nurseries to launch the

project, which will help nurseries use en-
ergy and other resources more efficiently, reduce
costs, and lower greenhouse gas emissions.

OEC’s is a road-
map for small and medium-sized businesses to reduce
their carbon footprint.
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