Tips on how to help protect Oregon’s Rivers for
recreation, healthy wildlife, and drinkable water
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RIVER AT RISK

Oregon is known and admired for its incredibly varied land-
scapes. From the lush “wet” coast to the dry high-desert east of
the Cascade volcanoes, Oregon’s diverse landscapes and water-
sheds are sanctuaries for equally diverse arrays of fish, wildlife
and plants. Every Oregonian lives in a watershed;, and nearly
every Oregonian has a river or stream within a mile or two of his
or her home. Just look at the map on the back of this book. It's
no surprise then, that human development has had a big impact
on the rivers of our state. How so?

DRINKING WATER: Oregon is notorious for its
rain, but water is still in short supply. Some
areas have water shortages and are
looking for new sources. Are our rivers
a safe option?

Twenty-eight of Oregon’s rivers
are used for drinking water. ‘Each
community relying on one of those
rivers must purify the water i some
way. Many citizens have safety concerns
about the thoroughness of the treatment.
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