
At Oregon Environmental 
Council we are guided by 
a vision of an Oregon in 
which everyone can thrive 
in a healthy environment, 
sustained for future 
generations. 

It’s no small task. Only 
by transforming the very 
systems that run our 
economy and shape our society can we ensure clean air, 
clean and plentiful water and healthy communities remain 
in Oregon. And when we take a forward-looking, innovative 
approach, Oregon can be a beacon showing the nation 
what’s possible.

How does one small nonprofit make historic change? 
With strong leadership, hard work and persistence, a 
commitment to partnership, and by learning from failure 
and coming back again, stronger and smarter.  

In the 2017 state legislative session, we had a major win 
and made important progress on pricing pollution and 
investing in a clean energy economy.  We also saw some 
disappointing setbacks that remind us how hard our work 
is and how much we rely on your support. 

The major achievement: we passed the most 
environmentally friendly transportation package we’ve 
ever seen in Oregon. It includes dedicated funding for 
transit, bike and pedestrian investments across the state, 
electric vehicle rebates for consumers to shift to less 
polluting cars, and congestion pricing in the Portland area 
to alleviate traffic – an idea OEC has advocated for more 
than three decades.  

We also held our ground against efforts by the oil 
and chemical industries to weaken Oregon’s Clean 
Fuels Standard and Toxic Free Kids Act. It was a clear 
reminder that doing this work requires staying power and 
persistence. OEC has been protecting what you love for 
nearly 50 years. 

But legislators this session also failed to pass common-
sense laws to clean up toxic air pollution and protect 
Oregonians’ health, and protect water resources by 
planning for future water risks. That’s where we learn from 
our experience, reassess, and continue this work until we 
get the job done.

Can one small nonprofit make historic change one step at 
a time? OEC’s history shows that we can. From our early 
years helping pass the Beach Bill and the Bottle Bill, to last 
year being the first state to go coal-free, we have it in our 
DNA to lead.  It’s in our roots. But it requires Oregonians 
coming together to defend a common cause and elected 
leaders to listen and lead.

As we grapple with solving climate change and pricing 
pollution; cleaning up our air; and protecting our water 
resources and safe drinking water; we face complex and 
interwoven environmental challenges that will require all 
the diversity of perspectives and unique ingenuity that 
Oregonians have to offer. We know that we have it in us. 
Let’s get back to our roots. 

It’s your Oregon. Protect what you love. 

Standing strong for Oregon

Andrea Durbin 
Executive Director
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By Aja DeCoteau, 

Watershed Department 

Manager, Columbia 

River Inter-Tribal Fish 

Commission, and OEC 

Board Member

Water is life—
Chuush Iwa Wak’ Ishwit in the 
Yakama language—has become a 
rallying cry for the water protection 
movement across the United 
States. While the Dakota Access 
Pipeline has brought the rights and 
traditions of Native people into the 
national spotlight, preserving the 
integrity of this sacred resource is 
not a new challenge for Northwest 
tribes. 

For more than 200 years, 
development, pollution, and 
overuse of water have left our 
rivers—and all life that depends 
on them—at risk. The record high 
water temperatures in 2015, and 
this year’s record-low salmon 
returns in the Klamath and 
Columbia rivers, are just some of 
the symptoms of a degraded earth. 
These changes leave our traditions 
and primary tribal food sources 
hanging in the balance. 

Tribal environmental regulations 
on their reservation lands have 
long gone beyond state and 
federal regulations to be more 
protective of natural resources, and 

through partnerships we are also 
making progress to incorporate 
holistic environmental values and 
management practices throughout 
the entire region. 

Across Oregon, tribes are investing 
in the restoration of important 
salmon habitat and working with 
their neighbors to keep more water 
flowing in streams. Collaboration 
between Oregon farmers and the 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla 
was critical in restoring salmon to 
the Umatilla River after 75 years 
of no returns. Near John Day, the 
Confederated Tribes of Warm 
Springs are helping landowners 
transition to more efficient, modern 
irrigation methods to help conserve 
water. And tribes are undertaking 
projects to rebuild natural stream 
channels and replant critical native 
trees and shrubs across the state.

There are many ways of explaining 
the value of water to our lives. 

Some Oregon tribes believe water 
was the first gift the Creator gave 
to humans. But for all Oregonians, 
water is the most important 
resource we have, and we must all 
take responsibility for protecting it 
for future generations. 

Together, we can create bigger, 
broader, long-standing change to 
the health of our river systems. 

Protecting a sacred resource
Water can’t wait. The importance of restoration & collaboration.

“My grandmother taught me that 
the first thing you do in the morning 
is drink water. This practice opens 
up your body to something that is 
pure, something that is good for you, 
and serves as a way of giving thanks. 
Here in Oregon, we pride ourselves 
on being environmentalists, but are 
we truly acting like it? The cleansing 
capability of our waters is eroding 
because of human pollution. The 
water needs our help to heal. Water 
helps sustain us and give us life. 
Now it is our turn to help water.” 

— Cheryle Kennedy, Tribal Council Vice 

Chair, Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde

“Our people used to drink straight 
out of the Columbia River. After the 
dams went in in the 50s and indus-
try increased, we started to get sick. 
Now, tribal elders say you couldn’t 
pay them to drink out of the Colum-
bia, our historic lifeline. But there 
are windsurfers in the river all of the 
time. How is the health of the river 
affecting them? Clean, cool water is 
like our blood – it’s what keeps the 

earth alive.”  

— Kat Brigham, Board of Trustees,  

Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 

Reservation

“Water is sacred. The water pro-
tectors at Standing Rock knew 
that. Billy Frank, Jr. knew that. The 
residents of Flint, Michigan know it. 
Human beings are 75% water. We 
can’t poison or disrupt water without 

poisoning and disrupting all life.”

— Shawn Fleek, Northern Arapaho,  

Community Engagement Coordinator,  

OPAL Environmental Justice Oregon

OEC’s water team is meeting with tribes to better understand their priorities for 
our shared water resources and ways we can work together to advance solutions 
to the water challenges we face as a state. 

A talent show to pay it forward

Three friends created a truly one-of-a-kind way to support Oregon’s land, 
air and water. Emerging Leaders Board member Stefanie Henning along 
with friends Jessica Columbo and Amber Hollingsworth (pictured here 
at ELB’s 3rd Low-Carbon Beer Challenge) got together to host a talent 
show—for fun, but also as a way to awareness and funds for OEC. 

When we bring people together, it not only feels good, 
we can make lasting change.  
 
THANK YOU Stefanie, Jessica and Amber. You inspire us!

We bring people together. It’s OEC’s  
secret to lasting environmental 
solutions that keep on working 
for Oregon. It’s so critical, 
especially as Oregon grows and 
changes, that we’ve created two 
new positions to increase our 
effectiveness and ensure that 
the solutions OEC advocates 
reflect diverse perspectives. As 
we face increasingly complex 
environmental challenges, we’ll  
need all the expertise and ingenuity 
that Oregonians have to offer.

OEC now has a dedicated rural 
partnerships 
director: Karen 
Lewotsky. She has 
her sight set on 
bridging the gap 
between state-level 
environmental 
decisions and on-
the-ground work.  
For example, she 
sees landowners and local groups 
who have figured out the best 
ways to maintain lands along the 
river’s edge to keep rivers cold, 
healthy and strong. Karen wants to 
make sure that these “best ways” 
are supported by state policy and 
shared with others across the state.

There are also 
communities of 
color and low-
wealth communities 
routinely pushed 
to the margins of 
decisions. 

Melody Martinez is 
OEC’s first equity 
director, tasked 
with the challenge 
of ensuring that 
communities—
regardless of 
race, ethnicity or 
income—have a 
meaningful role in  
decisions that affect  
them.

It’s not enough  
to train individual 
staff members in 
how to overcome 
obstacles to diversity and inclusion. 
Melody hopes to make striving for  
equity part of the very fabric of our  
organization.  At the same time, 
Melody seeks opportunities to 
support common priorities that our  
partners have identified, such as 
protecting the rights of immigrants 
in Oregon.

OEC’s motto: “It’s your Oregon. 
Protect what you love,” serves as 
a reminder that our job is to raise 
the voices of Oregonians from all 
walks of life and across the state. 
No matter how our state grows, 
how our environmental challenges 
shift or our strategies evolve, our 
core strategy will endure: we bring 
people together for healthy land, 
water and air.

Rural & Equitable Partnerships
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Bridging diverse perspectives from across the state

OEC Staff Stacey Malstrom & Karen Lewotsky visit 

a watershed in the Willamette Valley.  

Melody MartinezKaren Lewotsky



Stay informed. Take action. 
Sign up for our Grassroots Action & 

 Information Network (GAIN) alerts

 oeconline.org/join-us/take-action 

info@oeconline.org
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Defending Oregon from federal cuts to 
environmental protections

Pulling out of international climate 
agreements. Cutting funds for 
programs that keep our drinking 
water safe. It seems that every week 
there is a new announcement from 
Washington, D.C. that signals our 
country’s water, air, and public health 
are under attack. 

To understand what’s at stake, Oregon 
Environmental Council has launched 
a new project focused on how federal 
actions will affect Oregon’s ability to 
protect the environment. We want to 
better understand how we can stand 
strong for Oregon’s environment 
and the health of our communities, 
particularly our state’s most 
vulnerable populations.

Cuts in federal agency budgets will 
put key state agencies at risk. If the 
proposed Fiscal Year 2018 budget for the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
is enacted, the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality will lose critical 
resources needed to protect community 
health, especially clean air and water.

In addition to cutting federal agency 
budgets and programs, drastic policy 
changes are afoot. President Trump’s 
first 100 days were filled with actions 
to halt our country’s efforts to address 
climate change. Fortunately, Oregon 
leaders have signaled a desire to be 
vigilant, particularly when it comes 
to fighting climate change. Under 
Governor Kate Brown’s leadership, 
Oregon joined the U.S. Climate Alliance, 
an initiative to uphold the Paris Climate 
Agreement. Oregon Attorney General 
Ellen Rosenblum joined 14 other states 
threatening to sue the U.S. EPA for 
violating the Clean Air Act.

In the months ahead, OEC will need your 
help in standing up for the environment 
and preventing actions at the federal level 
that undermine the ability of the State 
of Oregon to provide basic services in 
the areas of clean air, clean water, and 
community health. 

Please join OEC’s Grassroots Action and 
Information  Network to stay informed.

oeconline.org/federal-defense/

Heading into the 2017 legislative session, we knew it 
would be difficult to make major strides, given the   
significant revenue shortfalls facing the state.  
We were right. It was a tough run, but fortunately we did 
make important strides. Here is a quick update of the 
bills OEC worked on and our results.

Transportation for  
Oregon’s Future (HB 2017)  
 
Our biggest success! The 
transportation package includes the 
largest statewide investment in public 
transit that Oregon has ever seen. It 
also includes funding for Safe Routes 
to School, bike and pedestrian paths, 

electric vehicle rebates, and congestion pricing. While 
it’s not perfect, it’s long overdue and moves Oregon in 
the right direction to a cleaner transportation future.

Clean Engines, Clean Air 
(SB 1008 & HB 2269)  
 
The trucking and construction 
industries gutted SB 1008, a bill to 
set deadlines for phasing-out dirty 
diesel engines.  While we were able to 
fund school districts to comply with 
existing law requiring them to clean 

up, we’ll have to try again to phase out dirty trucks and 
construction equipment.  OEC’s other clean air priority 
was funding for Cleaner Air Oregon—the rulemaking 
to set controls on air toxics based on health standards. 
Now instead of polluters paying for the program, 
regular Oregonians will foot the bill.

Clean & Plentiful Water  
(HB 2404, HB 2705, HB 2706 & 
HB 2707) 
  

  Our effort to ensure Oregonians 
have clean well water (HB 2404) 
didn’t pass—yet again. This year, 
despite having agreement among 
all stakeholders, the lack of 

revenue reform meant no funding for clean water.  

Water quantity is equally important to water quality. 
We worked with coalition partners WaterWatch, Wild 
Salmon Center and Oregon Council of Trout Unlimited 
to require measurement and reporting of water, a new 
water fee and funding for groundwater studies. We 
started good discussions about the best way to tackle 
these tough issues, but didn’t get it done in time. We 
look forward to making progress next year. 

 
Clean Energy Jobs  
(HB 2135 & SB 570)  
 
Climate change policy got 
lots of attention this year,  but 

unfortunately session ended 
without action. The House Energy 
and Environment Committee 
and the Senate Environment and 

Natural Resources Committee met jointly over the 
course of the session to learn about the various pieces 
of climate policy.  This in-depth work led to a new bill—
SB 1070  —that has 33 co-sponsors.  Having one-third 
of legislators supporting the idea, and thousands of 
Oregonians voicing support, including Governor Brown, 
we are set for a successful launch next year 

oeconline.org4 

Oregon’s 79th Legislative Session

Just as important as our work to achieve progress is our commitment to defend it. Policies that set new 
standards for the nation are like living creatures: They must weather threats and adapt to change as they 
grow into maturity. OEC starts by giving policies the strength necessary to endure, and then also shepherds 
them through any challenges in the legislature, in court, and at the ballot. Oregon’s Toxic Free Kids Act and 
Clean Fuels Standard are two policies that have endured opposition challenges in more than one arena. We are 
committed to these being there, standing strong, so these policies may become a model for the entire country.

Persistence pays off

Policy updates on climate, clean air & water
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Toxic-free building

The intersection of health and the 
environment is core to Barbara and Bill 
Steele’s work. Their farm and vineyard, 
Cowhorn, rests in the Applegate Valley 
in a place “teeming with wildlife” just 45 
minutes from Ashland. Their commit-
ment to sustainable practices is visible 
in every element of their biodynamic-
certified facility.
 
The couple recently completed a 
2,200-sf tasting room that responds to 
the connection between environment 
and health in a whole new way. This in-
novative new construction was recently 
recognized as the first tasting room in 
the world to receive Petal Certification 
by the Living Building Challenge. No 
known toxic substances were used to 
complete the space, built and designed 
by Portland-based Green Hammer, a 
business member of OEC.
 
“I know this building is healthy,” said 
Barbara. 

Every detail that went into the building 
was considered, from capturing the 
steam in the dishwasher, to recycled in-
sulation and cork finish on the exterior. 
The building operates at “net-positive” 
with naturally re-circulating air. 
 
The Steeles know they are helping not 
only the land, air and water around 
them, but also informing and educating 

a whole other industry in Oregon.
“That is transformative. That is REAL 
change,” said Barbara.
 
And so, continuing the cycle of creating 
innovative options that are good for our 
health, our environment and the people 
who live and work in Oregon. 

Become a forward-thinking business 
partner that shares our commitment 
to a healthy Oregon: oeconline.org/

join-us/business-members/.

SAVE THE DATE!
Forum for Business & the 
Environment Series
Thursday, Nov. 16 
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
The Nines Hotel, Portland

Contact:  
Kevin Kasowski,  
Director of Foundation &  
Corporate Giving
kevink@oeconline.org

for the environment and our health

See a slideshow &  find out more: 
http://bit.ly/OEC_CowhornWines

Our members are our heroes!
 

Thanks to you, OEC broke records 
this spring—with a steady stream of 

renewing support for the 
important work we do every day. 

When you stand with OEC,  
you stand for Oregon values of clean 
air, water and healthy communities. 

Protect what you love.   
Be a member of OEC.
oeconline.org/join-us6 oeconline.org

What will your  
Oregon legacy be?
Next year, Oregon Environmental Council will celebrate 
50 years of success in protecting and stewarding this 
magnificent state we’re so fortunate to call home. 
For nearly half a century, OEC has worked for sound 
environmental policies and programs, so that our 
children and future generations can enjoy the same 
remarkable Oregon for years to come. 

Clean water, clean air, picturesque landscapes, a 
healthy future—those are just some pieces of the 
legacy that Oregon has offered to all of us. But there’s 
no guarantee that these resources will remain. It 
requires vigilance, persistence and dedication to make 
sure that the hard-fought progress we’ve made in 
environmental protections will endure well into the 
future.

With planned giving, you can leave a legacy that will 
help make that future a reality. By naming OEC in your 
estate plans as a beneficiary of specific assets, or a 
portion of your estate, you can support the long-term 
financial strength of OEC. Two of the simplest legacy 
gifts can be made as a bequest through your will or 
trust or through a beneficiary designation of your 
retirement plan, life insurance policy, bank account, 
brokerage account, or certificates of deposit.

Gift planning is appropriate for people of all ages and 
means, and offers a powerful opportunity to protect 
Oregon’s environment for years to come. Choosing 
the right type of gift depends on your personal 
circumstances and financial goals. We welcome the 
opportunity to work with you and your legal advisor or 
tax professional to create a plan that fits your needs 
and expresses your legacy.

In Loving Memory:  
Former OEC board member, 

Lloyd Anderson  
(1925 - 2017)

For more information about  
making a planned gift to OEC, 
please contact Christen Fulk,  
Major Gifts Officer, 503-222-1963 
x110 or christenf@oeconline.org.
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Become a member
Join OEC to protect the things you 
love most about Oregon. Become 
a member today and be part of 
the  positive change for our health, 
economy and environment by visiting 
oeconline.org/join-us. 
 
 facebook.com/oeconline 
               @oeconline

About OEC 
Oregon Environmental Council 
protects the health of every Oregonian 
and the place we call home by working 
for clean air and water, a healthy 
climate, and an unpolluted landscape. 
Founded in 1968, OEC champions 
innovative, collaborative and equitable 
solutions to Oregon’s environmental 
challenges.  
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